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ELIZABETH HAWKINS. 
Despite a great deal of time and effort, very 

little information, has been found to indicate how 
Elizabeth made her way to Australia and thence 
to Waanyarra. One romantic story related to her 
grandchildren told of her being widowed as Mrs. 
Hawkins-Black, hailing from Edinburgh and 
travelling to Australia on the same ship as 
Michael. Predictably the tale of a shipboard 
romance between them unfolds, with a mysterious 
brother of Michael also vying for the lady’s fair 
hand. 

Michael, who according to another family 
legend was a defrocked Catholic priest, emerges 
triumphant, willing to marry Elizabeth despite her 
refusal to abandon her Presbyterian faith. The 
brother, being of stronger religious resolve 
presumably, retires from the contest, never to be 
heard of again. This saga reaches its predictable 
romantic conclusion with a shipboard wedding. 

The facts we know do not support this fable. 
By their own statements recorded on documents, 
we know when and where they married, that 
Elizabeth came from Roxburghshire, and 
Michael’s age and birthplace match the convict records. 

At the time of writing, how Elizabeth Hawkins came to Australia remains a mystery. An 
Elizabeth Hawkins about the correct age and time of arrival in Australia arrived on a ship called 
“Blonde” in 1848, but hailed from Oxfordshire in England. 

Another Elizabeth Hawkins is being investigated—her name appears on a record of departures 
for the Brig “SWAN” which sailed for Port Phillip on April 26th. 1849. This listing was made 
by Police at Georgetown (Launceston), to ensure that only “authorised persons” left Van 
Dieman’s Land  This lady maintained that she had arrived in Tasmania aboard the “ROYAL 
SAXON,” a ship which made several journeys to Tasmania. No shipping list has yet been found 
to confirm this. 

Elizabeth Morton (nee Hawkins) died of stomach cancer at Waanyarra on May 24th. 1909, 
aged (78 ?). She is buried with Michael in the family grave at Waanyarra. 

MICHAEL & ELIZABETH’S FAMILY. 
Michael and Elizabeth appear not to have registered the birth of all of their children, even 

though the law requiring this was established in 1853. Maybe Michael’s inability to read at this 
time meant that they were ignorant of this law. 

In order of birth, their children were: 
CATHERINE TERESA Born 1854/6?  MARY MAUDE Born 1857. 
ELIZABETH Born 1858. THOMAS Born 1861. JOHN * Born 1862. 
MICHAEL  Born 1864. EDWARD * Born 1866. MARGARET *Born 1868. 

    * Births registered 
Birth years for the unregistered children have been calculated from Marriage, Baptism or Death records. 

ELIZABETH HAWKINS 



 

THE CELTIC NAMING PATTERN. 
A traditional pattern of naming children, used by the Scots and Irish, was adopted by Michael 

and Elizabeth, as they named their third male and female child after themselves. 
This naming pattern was as follows: 
1st. Son   Named after the Father’s Father. (THOMAS) 
2nd. Son   Named after the Mother’s Father. (JOHN) 
3rd. Son   Named after the Father. (MICHAEL) 
1st. Daughter  Named after the Mother's Mother. (CATHERINE) 
2nd. Daughter  Named after the Father’s Mother. (MARY) 
3rd. Daughter  Named after the Mother. (ELIZABETH) 
 Subsequent children were named as the parents wished. 
If we assume that this pattern was strictly followed, we can deduce that Michael’s parents were 

Thomas and Mary, whilst Elizabeth’s were John and Catherine. These names may allow us to find 
more details of the Morton family in Ireland and the Hawkins’ in Scotland. 

 Later research however has thrown some doubt about the application of this naming pattern in 
the Morton family. 

(SEE CHART 4) 



CATHERINE TERESA. 
Born circa 1854, probably at Jones' Creek. She 

became a nurse. She married John Sinclair  in 1877 and 
had three girls. Barbara Wallace Sinclair was born in 
1878. Lily Patience Sinclair and Rose Faith Sinclair, 
twins, were born in 1881. Rose Faith died in that same 
year, as did her father. Lily Patience only lived on until 
1886. 

At his wedding, John Sinclair gave his birthplace as 
Kirkwall. This is the main town on the island called 
Mainland in the Orkney Isles. He gave his age as 21 
years and his occupation as mariner. At that time he was 
living on the ship "Sparrow". His father, James was a 
joiner and his mother was the former Barbara Wallace. 
He named his first child after his mother. 

The marriage was to last only four years as John died 
in the Sandhurst (Bendigo) Hospital in 1881 of miner’s 
disease. 

Barbara Wallace Sinclair was born in Carlton. She 
married John Dixon in 1897. There appears to have been 
eight children from the marriage—Barbara Mary, born 
1898; Elizabeth Annie, Born 1900; John Henry, born 
1902; Frederick George, born 1904; Roy Sinclair, born 1906; Hilda Irene, born 1909; Charles 
Donald, born 1911; and Sarah Grace, born 1915. The death records list one more child, Kitty, 
who died in 1921, the same year as her mother. The child's age was not indicated. Kitty died in 
Berwick and Barbara died at Carlton Hospital.  

Barbara Mary married William Albert Grey in 1919, her nephew John Henry died in that same 
year aged 17. Hilda Irene married David Mark Wilson in 1926.  

Catherine's second marriage to John McInnes took place on 21 October 1885, four years after 
the death of her first husband. There are many similarities between the two events. Catherine still 
gave her occupation as nurse. Once again she was marrying a Scot and, not only that, her new 
husband was also a mariner. 

 The couple were to have five children. Allan Ian Mc Kenzie who was born in 1886; Agnes 
Jessie Mc Vicar, who was born in 1888; Elizabeth Margaret, born in 1890; Jack Donald 
Alexander, born in 1892; and Ebenezer Hugh, born in 1898. 

 It is almost certain that John lied about his age at their wedding. He said he was 35 years of 
age but it is most likely that he was really in his early forties. In the 1851 census in Scotland 
John's parents had given John's age as 8 years. The evidence of the spacing of the births in this 
family indicate that this age is probably the correct one. 

 John and Catherine sold fish from a shop in Barkly Street Footscray. At times Catherine, who 
was called Kate, could be seen with a basket of fish on her arm hawking them to such customers 
as she could find. Catherine lived on to her seventy-seventh year, dying on 30 August 1933. 
When she died her usual address was Sunbury Road Tottenham. She died of broncho-pneumonia 
in the Melbourne Hospital. She is buried in an unmarked grave in Footscray Cemetery. She lies 
with her second husband and her grand daughter, Ethel. 

John Mc Innes was born in Fort William, Scotland, probably in 1843. His father was Allan Mc 
Innes, an excise man who had been born on Mull. His mother was the former Margaret Mc 
Kenzie. John emigrated to Australia either in the late 1860s or early 1870s. He joined his brother 
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Alexander who had jumped ship sometime earlier and who 
was living in Melbourne. 

 Alexander married Eliza Stone and had a large family, 
but the 1892 depression drove that family from Victoria. 
Alexander ended his days in Kalgoorlie where many former 
Victorian residents had fled looking for work. John, 
however married Catherine Morton and was able to remain 
in Victoria, selling fish in Footscray. John died in 1924 at 
Yarra Bend Lunatic Asylum. He was suffering senile 
dementia and his family were no longer able to care for him 
adequately. In those days such patients were normally 
admitted to a lunatic asylum. His stay at the asylum was 
only to be 13 days as his condition steadily worsened until 
he died at 4 am. on July 6th. He was, probably, 81 years of 
age.  

Allan Ian Mc Kenzie Mc Innes was born at Carlton 
Hospital on 1 August 1886. At that time his birth was 
incorrectly registered as being that of Allan Ian Mc Kenzie, 
with the Mc Innes being omitted. This error was not 
rectified until 1907. Allan became a bootmaker and opened a 
boot repair shop in Footscray. In 1905 he secretly married 
Lillian Henrietta Winifred Reynolds at the Queen Street 
Registry Office in Melbourne. 

 The couple concealed their married state from their 
parents for some months as they continued to live in their 
parents’ houses. Such a situation could not continue for ever 
and eventually they were found out and had to set up house 
on their own. In 1912 they had their first child, a girl who they named Ethel. This child did not 
survive long and was buried in Footscray cemetery in the grave which was later to be shared by 
Catherine and John Mc Innes. In 1914 a son was born to them. He was named Wilfred Allan. Later 
still a girl Reta was fostered and a boy Wilfred who was initially fostered was eventually adopted 
by Lillian. 

Allan joined the AIF during World War I. He went to England where his duties were to train the 
troops. He rose to the rank of acting sergeant with a substantive rank of corporal. After the war he 
returned from England to Australia, falling in love with South Africa on the way. 

 Back in Australia he worked on the railways. He was, by all accounts, a good looking man with 
a fine head of red hair. Suspicions that he was being unfaithful began to arise. In 1922 he went with 
his wife and son on a holiday to Altona. He had to leave early to get back to work. When his wife 
and child returned home several days later he had gone and they never saw him again. He was 
reported as a missing person but the police could find no trace of him. Eventually Lillian concluded 
that she had been deserted and divorced him. The remainder of his life has had to be constructed 
from strong circumstantial evidence. 

Shortly after Allan disappeared, an inquiry was received by the Victorian Railways from the 
South African Railways in Durban wanting to know about his work record. The South African 
Police, however, claimed at that time that he was not in South Africa. In the 1960s a letter was 
published in“ Walkabout” magazine telling of the life of the late Allan Ian Mc Kenzie Mc Innes. 

Further inquiry reveals that his family in South Africa do not want to acknowledge his family in 
Australia but it is clear that when he resurfaced in South Africa he had acquired an Australian wife, 
the former Ethel Barrow, a large scar on his forehead and a war record which included service at 
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Gallipoli Cove. He had two children from this union. 
A son, Allan, was killed on active service during 
World War II. He was shot down over Poland while a 
member of Bomber Command. He also had a 
daughter, Elaine.  She married a man named Alfred 
Runnalls and, as far as can be ascertained, still lives 
with him in Cape Town. Allan Ian Mc Kenzie Mc 
Innes died in Cape Town on 22 August 1964 of 
senility. His body was cremated. 

Lillian Henrietta Winifred Reynolds was born on 27 
November 1881, daughter of James Reynolds and the 
former Louisa Helen Turner. She was a senior 
tailoress by profession and, following the desertion of 
her husband was left to bring up the children as best 
she might. Her difficulties were added to as her son, 
Wilfred (called Wilf by family members, Allan by his 
wife and Bill by most others who knew him), 
contracted poliomyelitis at the age of four. Although 
he recovered doctors, at that time, predicted that he 
would never walk or see again. In the event he proved 
them wrong. 

 Lillian's life was one long struggle. A fiercely 
independent woman she frequently refused offers of 
help, particularly from her former husband's family.  
Lillian tended to cut herself off from them after she 
was deserted. She believed they knew the whereabouts 
of her husband and, since her death, evidence has been gathered to show that she was right, at 
least about some of them. She died in Chelsea Hospital in 1966.  

Little is known about Agnes Jessie Mc Vicar Mc Innes. She married Amos Cyril Collins in 
1912. It is believed that she had at least two girls. One she named Ruby and the other Pearl. 
There could have been other children. The fate of these children is unknown but it is thought 
that at least one of them moved to Sydney. Agnes died at Carlton in 1953. 

Elizabeth Margaret Mc Innes married William Marwood Twigg in 1918. She was pregnant 
when she contracted Spanish influenza in that same year and died.  

Jack Donald Alexander Mc Innes died without marrying. He caught Tuberculosis and died in 
1912, aged 20. 

Ebenezer Hugh Mc Innes died in the year he was born, 1898. 
Wilfred Allan Mc Innes served his apprenticeship as a bootmaker and, as did his father, 

became fully qualified in that trade. Like his father before him he did not follow his trade for 
long but embarked on a succession of jobs, always trying to better himself. These included 
flower growing, wool classing and work as a storeman. When he retired he was a paymaster in 
the Postmaster General's Department. 

 He married the former Grace Louisa Bell and they had two children. Ian was born on 3 July 
1941 and Robin John was born on 2 July 1943. In 1946 he bought a house in Mordialloc in 
partnership with his mother and the extended family lived together until she died. He led a very 
active life in his community. He founded the now defunct Boy Scouts Philatelic Association, 
promoting a hobby he had begun when polio stopped him from more active pursuits. This hobby 
brought him into contact with a wide circle of people and, at the time of his death he was in 
correspondence with stamp enthusiasts in many parts of the world.  
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Wilfred was also one of the small group who founded the Mordialloc Youth Club, An 
organization which still flourishes today. He was an active member of the Mordialloc Carnival 
Committee, giving much of his spare time to try to raise funds for his municipality. 

In retirement he remained active. As well as working in his extremely large garden he worked 
part time for several racing clubs. This supplemented his superannuation pension and extended his 
circle of friends. 

 Although he had to leave school at the age of fourteen because he was in a single parent family 
during the depression, he never lost his love of learning and, in his fifties successfully undertook 
night school classes to obtain his Higher School Certificate. 

 He developed cancer. An operation seemed to have it in check for some years then it was 
diagnosed once more. Another operation was undertaken to relieve the effects but unfortunately 
the wound became infected and he died of blood poisoning in St. Vincent’s Hospital on 6 May 
1985. 

Grace Louisa Bell was the second daughter of John Shadrach Bell and the former Louisa 
Waren, she was born in Yarraville on 27 July 1914. She, too, left school when she turned 
fourteen and worked in factories until she married. She then became a full time housewife. She, 
too, was active in local community affairs, taking her part in church committees, school mothers' 
clubs, scout parents committees and the like. She still resides in Mordialloc. 

Ian Mc Innes was born in Commercial Road, Footscray and was educated entirely at State 
Schools. In 1960 he entered Frankston Teachers' College, having successfully completed the 
Leaving Certificate. He became a Primary schoolteacher. While in college he met Lynette Patricia 
Hubbard and they were married on 18 December 1964. They have three children Robyn Anne, 
born 18 May 1967; Leanne Joy, born 4 December 1970 and Scott Campbell, born 9 July 1974. 

 Like his father before him Ian has a thirst for knowledge. He, too, went to night school and 
passed his Higher School Certificate. He went on to complete an Arts degree and a bachelor and 
master of education. In spite of this he remains a primary teacher and is currently teaching a grade 
one.  

 Lynette Patricia Hubbard is the oldest daughter of Cyril Bernard Hubbard and the former 
Eileen Ethel Seekamp. She was born at Camberwell on 4 January 1944. Educated at Catholic 
schools she became a primary schoolteacher and remains one today. She is highly skilled at 
handcrafts and the pictures she paints and draws and the craft items she makes are in high 
demand.  

Robin John Mc Innes was born at Footscray and served an apprenticeship to become a 
toolmaker. He became sufficiently skilled to be able to perform high precision tasks. He married 
the former Joy Sach at Christ Church, Dingley on 28 August 1968. They have three children. Jodi 
Anne, born 23 January 1971;  Darren John, born 4 July 1973; and Emma Kate, born 3 June 1976.  

Joy Sach was born on 3 December 1946. She is the daughter of Les and Mavis Sach. She was 
trained as a dressmaker and has followed other pursuits. She is skilled in crafts, particularly cake 
decoration. 

Robyn Anne Mc Innes was born at Mordialloc hospital. At Monash University she met Stephen 
Neil Mc Namara, who was born in 1967,  They were married in Caulfield Municipal Gardens on 
14 February 1990. Robyn became a member of the customs service and is in the training division. 
Stephen has a degree in computer science and is doing post graduate work. They have one child. 
Jennifer Rhiannon Mc Namara was born at Moorabbin Hospital on 11 December 1992. 

Leanne Joy Mc Innes was also born at Mordialloc hospital. She married Daniel Robert Tricker 
on 20 February 1993. 

Scott Campbell Mc Innes was born at South Eastern Private Hospital, He is now completing his 
Victorian Certificate of Education at South Oakleigh Secondary College. 

Jodi Anne Mc Innes is in the final year of nurse training. 



Darren John Mc Innes is apprenticed as a Toolmaker and is following in his father's 
footsteps. 

Emma Kate Mc Innes is still completing her schooling. 
 
This information relating to Catherine Morton, her family and descendants was generously shared by Ian 

McInnes ( Great grandson of Catherine ) and his wife Lyn. Their willing help in gathering or checking many 
other details of our family history is gratefully acknowledged 

(SEE CHART 5) 

MARY MAUDE 
Second daughter Mary also married twice and was a nurse. At the time of her first marriage, 

she was the Matron at the Wangaratta hospital, having started there in 1878. Her husband, 
Francis Edward Brady was a “Wardsman” at the hospital. 

Wardsmen had similar duties to the Matron, observing the condition of patients and reporting 
any changes to the Surgeon. Controlling stores, linen, bedding and the quality, weight and 
measure of goods supplied to the hospital, and discipline in the wards were also a wardsman's 
responsibility. 

Francis, the son of Sir Francis and Lady Catherine Brady (nee Lynch) was born circa 1848/50 
in Dublin, Ireland. His father was a judge and one time Governor of Newfoundland. 

Shipping records show a Francis Brady, aged 22, arriving in Melbourne on the “ESSEX” 
from Gravesend in September 1870. He had travelled steerage. 

Mary and Francis married at the Wesleyan Parsonage, Wangaratta on July 24th 1878. 
Daughter Hilda May arrived in November of that year. Two sons followed—Albert in 1880, and 
Reginald Morton in 1881. 

Records of the Wangaratta hospital show that Francis and Mary were there until 1881, the 



year in which they were key players in a scandal involving a doctor. 
Francis, it seems, reported the doctor to the hospital committee, for allegedly attempting to 

cover up a premature birth to a young girl who was said to have named the doctor as the child’s 
father. Mary was accused of trying to bribe the girl into saying that the doctor had got her 
pregnant. 

This drama resulted in the sacking of Francis, Mary and the doctor. There is some basis for 
believing that Francis and Mary may have stirred up this trouble in retaliation for Francis being 
accused of allowing “excessive use of medical comforts otherwise known as alcoholic 
beverages” in the hospital, and Mary having her annual salary reduced from £55 to £40 and 
“being notified of the termination of her engagement.”  

 
This bit of family scandal was included in a publication put together to commemorate the 

centenary of the Wangaratta District Base Hospital in 1971, namely “A HOSPITAL IN 
WANGARATTA (The First 100 Years)” by D. M. Whittaker. 

 
Shortly after this the family moved to South Australia. 
Hilda was admitted to the Benedictine Order in 1904 at the “Subiaco” convent Rydalmere, 

NSW. She was elected the third Prioress of “Subiaco” on the 4th. of May 1915, adopting the 
name Mother Joseph. She held this office until 1945, dying four years later in December 1949. 
She is buried in the convent’s communal grave at the Field of Mars cemetery, Sydney, NSW. 

BRADY FAMILY 
Albert, Mary Maude, Hilda May, Francis, Reginald Morton 



Albert graduated as MB. BS. from Adelaide University SA in 1905. He practiced at Port 
Broughton SA. before moving to Sydney as a Ear, Nose and Throat specialist. 

Reginald graduated as MD. at the Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia USA in 1912. He also 
practiced at Port Broughton. 

Albert and Reg married the sisters Lily and Florence Browning, their landlady’s daughters. Reg 
died in 1913 from disease contracted from a patient. Florence died shortly after. They are both 
buried in Adelaide SA. 

Albert died in 1930, survived by Lily and son Francis, their only child. Lily passed away in 
1967 at the ripe old age of 89.  

Francis married and is survived by his only child Lynette Clare (Mrs Charles Long of Brisbane). 
He died in 1982, aged 69. 

Albert, Lily and Francis are all buried at the Field of Mars cemetery. 
Mary Maude married again in 1893, some six years after the death of Francis in 1887. She and 

George Holland married at Peterborough SA. George was said to have been the Chairman of 
Cresco Fertilisers at some time. 

Mary is known to have returned to Victoria some time in the 1920’s, and seems to have set 
herself up in some kind of medical practice at Geelong. At no time however was she granted 
medical registration as a qualified doctor. She lived her final years with daughter-in-law Lily in 
Sydney, dying at the Lewisham hospital in January 1932. She also is buried at Field of Mars. 

Those relatives with whom Mary had contact, remember her as having a rather unpredictable 
temperament, verging on the irrational at times. She seems to have had a lofty perception of her 
place in the social order, and was most intolerant of relatives who did not adhere as fervently as 
herself to the Catholic faith. 

(SEE CHART 6) 



THOMAS. 
The first son born into the Morton family, Thomas, arrived on 

October 10th 1861. 
Whilst working as a member of a mobile wheat threshing and 

winnowing team he met his wife to be, Harriet Rebecca Briggs, 
at the farming settlement of Woodstock. They married in 
Dunolly in 1886. The couple apparently remained in the 
Waanyarra–Dunolly area for some time as each of their eight 
children were born at either Dunolly or Bealiba. 

After taking up land at Amphitheatre, and being only 
marginally successful as a farmer, Tom’s love of machinery, 
particularly steam engines, led to his involvement in the deep 
mine gold operations flourishing in the Avoca area in the late 
1800’s. 

Deep mines and their shafts and drives usually filled with 
water beyond a certain depth and had to be constantly pumped 
out so that the gold bearing ore could be brought to the surface 
and processed. Tom put his mechanical skills to good use 
operating and maintaining the engines, pumps and winches 
necessary to work the mine. 

Thomas died in 1909 at the early age of 48 when his youngest 
child Gladys (Dolly) was only 6. Harriet continued to work their farm for many years. She died in 
1930, and is buried with Thomas at Amphitheatre.  

No photos of Thomas seem to have survived 
Dolly (Mrs. Bill Richards) survives Tom and Harriet at the time of writing in 1993. 

 (SEE CHART 7) 

HARRIET REBECCA BRIGGS 


