
ELIZABETH (Jnr.) 
“On Saturday night last the 14th instant I was milking the cows in the yard when I heard a child 

scream.  I ran to the house immediately and saw the deceased outside the door with her clothes on 
fire. I ran to her and tore her clothes off” 

 
This is part of the statement made by Michael Morton at the inquest into the death of his 

daughter Elizabeth, who died on November 16th. 1863, aged 5, from burns she received when her 
nightdress was set alight by the candle she had been playing with. 

Her sister Catherine testified - 
 

“I remember Saturday night last I was in the kitchen with my sister. She cut up a candle into 
small pieces and was burning ants with them on the table - I did not see her clothes catch fire - I 

fell asleep and awoke when I heard my sister scream - she was then in the yard." 
 
Other sections of statements made by the Doctor who attended, of Michael and a witness, 

Lachlan Roberts, tell of the treatment of her burns with salad oil and grated potato. 
Michael was unable to write at this time and signed his statement with a cross—he did learn to 

write a little later. 
Elizabeth is buried in the family grave at Waanyarra. 
 
The Deposition made by Michael to the Coroner’s Inquest held into Elizabeth’s death follows. The 

statement would have been written by a Court Recorder for Michael to “sign” with his mark.  
The Coroner was George Cook. 
 The copy of the original document was unfortunately not suitable for scanning and reproduction due to its 

creasing and smudging.    
CORONER’S INQUEST 

 
To Wit. } Victoria                                                                                                       
    Jones’ Creek            

 District of Dunolly 
 
The Examination of :- Michael Morton, Catherine Morton, Lachlan Roberts and 

Walter Charles Pierce 
Of  Jones’ Creek        taken on oath this 17th.                                                                              
day of November  AD 1863,  at Jones’ Creek 
before the undersigned, a Coroner in the said District 
The Deponent Michael Morton 
on his oath sayeth as follows: I am a dairyman residing at Jones’ Creek. The 

deceased Elizabeth Morton is my daughter. She is five years old and lives with me. 
On Saturday night last the 14th. instant at about 7 o’clock I was milking the cows 

in the yard when I heard a child scream. I ran to the house immediately and saw 
the deceased outside the door with her clothes on fire. I ran to her and tore her 
lothes off, took her into the house and gave her to her mother. I found the deceased 
was burned from her neck down to her seat. I got some salad oil and applied to the  



 
wounds on deceased’s body. Myself and others also applied some grated potatoes to 

deceased’s wounds and then put her to bed. Deceased did not express herself to be 
suffering much. 

Before sunrise on Sunday morning I sent into Dunolly for Dr. Price to come and 
see the deceased. He came I believe between ten and eleven o’clock that morning. He 
Dr. Price saw deceased and dressed her wounds. Throughout Sunday and Sunday 
night we continued to apply the dressings to deceased’s body ordered by Dr. Price. 
Early on Monday morning Dr. Price saw deceased again and myself and others 
continued to attend deceased under the Doctor’s instructions until she died at 10 
minutes to eleven o’clock on Monday morning. From the time of the accident she 
only took slight nourishment. 

Deceased told me that she took the candle off the table to burn ants and the 
candle set fire to her clothes. I have no other knowledge of how the accident 
happened. The mother of deceased was in the yard with me when deceased was 
burned. The only person in the room with deceased when the accident happened 
were her sister Catherine and a baby in the cradle.  

 
                His 
Michael  X  Morton  
               Mark 
 
 

JOHN. 
John was born at Waanyarra on April 19th 1862. When his mother registered his birth in Dunolly 

on May 1st. he was registered as Michael. Whether the Registrar, Walter Charles Pierce made the 
error, or Elizabeth mistakenly gave the fathers name when answering the question “Name of 
Child,” we shall never know. This error was eventually corrected in December 1895, probably 
when John sought a copy of his birth certificate for some reason. 

In May 1903, 41 year old John married 19 year old Sydney born Mary Ellen Haynes at Dunolly. 
Their 10 children were born at Tarnagulla, Amphitheatre and Portland, the area in which the family 
eventually settled. 

Earlier in his life John had a serious accident in which he lost his right arm. He did not seem to 
have allowed this to hinder him to any great degree, as during his life he farmed, mined for gold 
and cut sleepers for a living, as well as fathering a family of 7 boys and 3 girls.  

Only one of his boys, Harold, had children. Two daughters, Lillian and Margaret, survive John at 
the time of writing. Both married and had families.  

Following Mary’s death in 1920, shortly after the birth of twins Ronald and Roy, John fostered 
out his children with families in the Portland area.  

Margaret was the only one of the children to be legally adopted. 
John returned to Waanyarra to mine gold and cut sleepers, and seems to have had little contact 

with his children from then on. In later years he became something of a recluse and deeply 
religious.  

He died in September 1936, and is buried in the family grave at Waanyarra. Mary Ellen is buried 
at Portland. 

(SEE CHART 8) 



JOHN MORTON & FAMILY (c 1918) 
John, Albert, Mary Ellen (Nursing Eleanor Mary), Leo, Harold,  

John (Nursing Lillian Mary), George. 



MICHAEL (JNR.) 
Baptism records at the Carisbrook Catholic Church show that Michael Morton Junior was born at 

Jones’ Creek (Waanyarra) on August 5th 1864. His age at his death in 1885 was given as 22, 
indicating 1863 as his year of birth. 

Michael married Elizabeth Ann Pearce at Waanyarra in 1884. Elizabeth was the daughter of 
Charles Edmund Pearce and Anne (nee Rock). 

A daughter, Hilda, was born later that year on the 26th of November but lived only one day. 
Hilda’s death certificate shows that she was buried by her father at the Waanyarra cemetery on 
November 27th. Two witnesses, Joseph Silva and Charles Methuin were present at the burial. 

Hilda was their second child, as Elizabeth had borne a son in 1882—registered as William, father 
unnamed. When Michael and Elizabeth married, William took the Morton name presumably. 

William died on November 1st 1902, and is shown in the register of deaths as Morton. His death 
certificate gives his name as Pearce. He is buried at Waanyarra. 

Elizabeth was a sister of Jesse Pearce, the man who, with Matilda Cogswell, established the Pearce 
family in Waanyarra. She remarried in 1886 with John McAvoy, and had a further 6 children, before 
dying suddenly at Waanyarra in 1912.  

Her death certificate makes no mention of her marriage to Michael, or of their children. 
John McAvoy married for a second time after Elizabeth’s death. Details of this marriage have not 

been researched—the fact is noted for interest only. 

SEE CHART 9) 

 



EDWARD. 
Edward, the seventh child of Michael and Elizabeth, was born at the “Welcome Inn” on July 14th 

1866. 
On September 10th 1894, shortly after his 28th. birthday, Edward married Mary Elizabeth Sturni in 

the Presbyterian Church, Maldon. 
Mary was the 18 year old daughter of  Swiss charcoal burner and wood splitter Bartolomeo Sturni, 

who had emigrated from the Ticino area of Switzerland in 1858 with an older brother Pietro, aboard 
the “WINEFRED.” (See Sturni details later) 

Mary’s mother was Amelia Thorp, the daughter of Edmund Stephen Thorp and Isabella Black, both 
of whom had been transported to Van Dieman’s Land as convicts. 

 (See Thorp details later). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All of Edward and Mary’s children, except Nellie Jean, were born at the “Welcome Inn”— Nellie 
was born at Dunolly. 

 
Their children were:  
   Edward John. (Ted) 
   Mary Eve. (Pink) 
   Raymond Victor. (Ray) 
   Edgar Virtue Alexander. (Ed) 
   Irie Gladys Amelia. (Did) 
   Catherine Doris. (Kit) 
   Annie Veronica Marguerite. (Ann) 
   Nellie Jean. (Nell) 

When Michael retired from the “Welcome Inn” business in the early 1890’s, Edward and Mary  

EDWARD MORTON 
1866 to 1943 



continued to run it until shortly after the turn of the century. Many of the gold rush families had 
moved away and people were beginning to travel to Tarnagulla and Dunolly to shop. Many businesses 
from those towns collected orders and made deliveries to Waanyarra. This competition soon made the 
old store uneconomical to operate. 

Edward farmed the 40 or so acres around the old stone home, growing wheat and oats. He was 
renowned for the productivity of his vegetable garden and orchard, which were located in the paddock 
west of the old home, and below the bank of the dam that supplied the water. 

The wheat was milled into flour at a mill in Tarnagulla—a lot of it being brought back home for 
making the bread, cakes, biscuits and pastries that Mary produced in abundance. She was known to be 
a “soft touch” when it came to giving someone a meal. Anybody “down on their luck” never left her 
home hungry. 

Mary always had her house cow—usually fairly old and in need of lots of TLC—and her beloved 
“chooks” to provide the milk, cream, butter and eggs. The occasional pig was raised on the excess 
milk, fruit and vegie scraps, and a small amount of grain. Jams, sauces, pickles, chutneys and 
preserves always filled the whitewashed shelves of the underground cellar, along with the huge bowls 
of milk setting the scalded cream. 

Edward, Mary and their family vacated the old “Welcome Inn” around 1920, moving to a house 
previously occupied by Bill Douthat, a little further west along Morton’s Lane. They lived there until 
Edward’s death in December 1943, after which Mary lived with various members of her family. 

Mary was always singing—very rarely did she know all of the words of the songs, but her 
imaginative substitutions were often hilariously funny. I still have fond memories of her strolling 
home with an armful of sticks ( "Mornings Wood" to start the fire) singing happily with the old dog 
“Pompy” at her side. 

A tireless fund-raiser for the Dunolly Hospital, Mary frequently and regularly organised card 
evenings and dances to raise money. She 
was made a Life Governor of the hospital in 
1928. 

Mary spent the final years of her life 
battling Parkinson’s Disease at daughter 
Ann’s private hospital “Elizabeth 
House” (named after Mary) in Heidelberg. 
She died there in July 1958. 

Edward spent periods away from 
Waanyarra working on the railways to 
supplement the family income. Early in their 
married life he spent some time in Western 
Australia, working we believe on the  
construction of the Trans Australian 
Railway.  

Always a quiet retiring man, his 
demeanour would change dramatically 
whenever he had the opportunity to play his well worn violin. His bright blue eyes would sparkle as 
people danced to the Irish jigs and reels he played at the local dances, and in their home. When 
adequately “primed” he was easily persuaded to sing the Irish songs he loved so much. 

Edward and Mary are buried together at Tarnagulla. 
(SEE CHART 10 ) 

EDWARD & MARY’S GRAVE, Tarnagulla 



 

 

CHART 10 

Married -  
Presbyterian Church Maldon Vic. 

10/09/1894 

EDWARD 
JOHN 

B 21/08/1895 
D 03/03/1932 

Buried Tarnagulla 

Married 
Sydney Avis Shiell 

Children 
John Edward 

Roy Raymond (Cupe) 
Vivian.& Avis 

EDWARD 
MORTON 

B 14/07/1866 
D 29/12/1943 

Buried Tarnagulla 

FROM 
CHART 2 

MARY 
ELIZABETH 

STURNI 

B 16/04/1876 
D 03/07/1958 

Buried Tarnagulla 

MARY EVE 

B 26/02/1898 
D10/06/1984 

Buried Tarnagulla 

Married 
James Pearce 

Children 
Jesse 
Edna 

Ronald 

RAYMOND 
VICTOR 

B 02/05/1900 
D 12/08/1979 

Ashes Springvale 

Married 
Vera Johnston 

Children 
Valerie 
Neville 
Adrian 

EDGAR 
VIRTUE 

ALEXANDER 

B 01/07/1902 
D 12/07/1977 

Ashes Waanyarra 

Married 
Agnes Collins 

Child 
Kenneth 

To CHART 12 

B 01/10/1010 
D 10/12/1084 

Buried Gol Gol 

MAGDELENE 
DOREEN 
 COLLINS 

ANNIE 
VERONICA 

MARGUERITE 

B 07/03/1910 
D 18/06/1968 

Ashes Springvale 

IRIS GLADYS 
AMELIA 

B 31/01/1905 
D31/04/2005 

Ashes Waanyarra 
 & Tarnagulla 

Married 
George (Roy) Crowl 

Children 
George Morton 
Brian Raymond 

CATHERINE 
DORIS 

B 24/06/1907 
D April 1988 

Ashes Waanyarra  
& Tarnagulla 

Married 
Edwin Alderson 

Children 
Norma Jean 

Graham Ross 

Married 
William Smith 
No Children 

Nellie Jean 

Married 
William Grant 

Children 
Ian MacDonald 

Desley 

RAYMOND COLLINS 
B 1947 
D 1948  

JOYCE 
COLLINS 

IAN 
NOBLE 

Unknown 

JENNIFER 
GWENDOLYN 

CAROLYN 

FROM 
CHART 13 

FROM 
CHART 15 

Whilst Edward John is not named as Joyce’s father  on 
her birth certificate, overwhelming family information 
exists to confirm it. 
Also the concern of Edward’s mother for Joyce, and 
her affirmation that she was Joyce’s Grandmother, 
further supports the reality of the relationship. 



 

Peter Jarry, Edward, John Jarry 
Edward & Mary at their Waanyarra home 

Edward 

Mary, John Cogswell, Matilda Pearce, Edward, Jesse Pearce 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MARGARET. 
Michael and Elizabeth's last child Margaret was born in 1868, and like her sisters before her was 

interested in caring for others, practising as a midwife for much of her life. 
On the 10th. of December 1887, she married John Neal at Dunolly. Margaret had returned from 

Melbourne after the death of a 9 month old son in late 1886. When Margaret had registered the birth 
of the boy she had named him John Neal Morton—obviously after the father. 

John Neal, whose father’s name was also John, was always called Jack, presumably to avoid 
confusion with his father. Jack spent most of his life cutting timber and sleepers—a job for which he 
was not well suited due to a heart condition which caused his early death. 

Their first child after marriage was Edward John, who lived for 3 years and 11 months. He is 
buried with Michael and Elizabeth at Waanyarra. They were to have 4 more children. 

The family moved to Western Australia in the mid 1890s as Jack chased work in the timber 
industry. They returned to Victoria around the turn of the century, but soon headed back to WA when 
Jack obtained an 18 month contract cutting sleepers for the railways. Most of this time they spent 
living in tents in the bush around their base town of Pickering, where Margaret’s services as a 
midwife were in great demand. 

Returning again to Victoria, Jack and Margaret took up land at Kooweerup, where Jack died in 
1917, aged 51. Margaret survived Jack by a mere 2 years, also dying at 51. 

Jack is buried at Pakenham, Margaret at Warragul. Both graves are unmarked. 
 
A book “The Descendants of John and Emma Neal” compiled by Ronald T Rowe in 1974 gives 

more information on the Neal family. John and Emma were Jack’s parents. 

( SEE CHART 11) 

Mary Elizabeth & Grandson, Jesse Pearce 
Edward in his oat crop at Waanyarra 



 

NEAL FAMILY 1911 
Margaret Elizabeth, Emma Jane, Margaret (nee Morton), John (Sen.), John (Jnr.), Mary Louise 


