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Married -  

Presbyterian Church Maldon Vic. 

EDWARD 
JOHN 

B 21/08/1895 

D 03/03/1932 

Married 

Sydney Avis Shiell 

Children 

John Edward 

EDWARD 
MORTON 

B 14/07/1866 

D 29/12/1943 
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MARY 
ELIZABETH 

STURNI 

B 16/04/1876 

D 03/07/1958 

MARY EVE 

B 26/02/1898 

D10/06/1984 

Married 

James Pearce 

Children 

Jesse 

RAYMOND 
VICTOR 

B 02/05/1900 

D 12/08/1979 

Married 

Vera Johnston 

Children 

Valerie 

EDGAR 
VIRTUE 

ALEXANDER 

B 01/07/1902 

D 12/07/1977 

Married 

Agnes Collins 

Child 

B 01/10/1919 

D 10/12/1984 

MAGDELENE 
DOREEN 
 COLLINS 

ANNIE 
VERONICA 

MARGUERITE 

B 07/03/1910 

D 18/06/1968 

IRIS GLADYS 
AMELIA 

B 31/01/1905 

D31/04/2005 

Married 

George (Roy) Crowl 

Children 

CATHERINE 
DORIS 

B 24/06/1907 

D April 1988 

Married 

Edwin Alderson 

Children 

Married 

William Smith 

Nellie Jean 

Married 

William Grant 

Children 

RAYMOND COLLINS 

B 1947 

JOYCE 
COLLINS 

IAN 
NOBLE 

Unknown 

JENNIFER 

GWENDOLYN 
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Whilst Edward John is not named as Joyce’s father  on her 
birth certificate, overwhelming family information exists to 
confirm it. 
Also the concern of Edward’s mother for Joyce, and her 
affirmation that she was Joyce’s Grandmother, further 
supports the reality of the relationship. 



EDWARD & MARY'S CHILDREN. 
This section of the book aims to “put some meat on the bones” of the lives, loves and exploits of 

Edward and Mary’s children—Ed Morton’s siblings—my children’s Great-aunts and Great-uncles.  
I will outline my father Ed’s (Edgar Virtue Alexander’s) life separately later.  
I believe I have been privileged to have known each of these people, with the exception sadly of 

Ted (Edward John). If any of my information or comment causes any hurt, concern or anger to any 
relative, descendant or friend of these people, I am deeply sorry—my honest intention is to paint a 
picture of them for the benefit of my children, so that they may in time come to love or respect each 
of them as much as I do. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

EDWARD JOHN  
Ted was born on August 21st. 1895 in the “Welcome Inn.”  
From an early age he displayed a great ability to learn, taking an interest in all new inventions or 

technology and reading avidly. 
The early years of his working life were spent sleeper cutting in the forests around Koondrook, with 
his mate George Corrie, living under canvas. 

He joined the Victorian Railways in 1916, after trying his hand at gold mining along Jones’ Creek 
on the southern edge of his father’s property. He was granted a Miner’s Right for this prospecting in 
1915. On joining the railways in 1916, he transferred his Miner’s Right to his mother. 

Whilst stationed at Maryborough he married Sidney Avis Veronica Shiell in 1917. His work as a lo-
comotive engine fireman took them later to Woomelang. 

EDWARD JOHN (Ted) MORTON (R) & GEORGE CORRIE 

Sleeper cu ng near Koondrook c1912 



Eldest son John Edward died in late 1992.  Second son Roy Raymond (Cupe) died a prisoner of war 
of the Japanese in February 1942. He was a member of the famous “Gull Force”—the 2nd. 21st. 
Battalion of the 2nd. AIF— the unit which earned a place in history with its gallant defence of Am-
bon island against the Japanese task force. 

Vivien, the third son was born at Dunolly in 1928, and died at Woomelang in 1944. A daughter 
Avis, born in March 1923, lived only 6 hours. She is buried at Woomelang. 

During the late 20s, Ted surprised his family at Waanyarra by presenting his mother with a radio 
that he had made. It was probably the first radio in the area, and created great interest. 

Ted and Sid’s marriage was not a very happy one in the opinion of many family members. Perhaps 
the onset of the illness which eventually took his life was a factor. Could this unhappiness have been 
a reason for Ted seeking the companionship of young Doreen Collins and fathering her daughter 
Joyce, born in January 1930? 

Careful checking of all information available, interviews with people who knew both Ted and 
Doreen, and the details Joyce knew of her father, all support this belief.  

Doreen was the sister of Agnes Collins, who had married Ed Morton, my father and one of Ted’s 
brothers. 

The Multiple Sclerosis Ted was suffering eventually forced him to give up work and he was taken 
to Waanyarra to be cared for by his family. His sisters Irie and Ann were able to provide expert 
care for him as both were trained nurses. His brother Ed made a wheelchair for him. 

Ted retained an active brain as his illness worsened, resorting eventually to pointing out letters of 
the alphabet to spell the words he could not speak. He is said to have given instructions on how to 
build a radio this way. 

On the 3rd. of March 1932, he died. He is buried at Tarnagulla, where his headstone also com-
memorates the deaths of his sons Roy Raymond (Cupe) and Vivien. 

THE MORTON BROTHERS 

Edward John, Raymond Victor, Edgar Virtue Alexander 



MARY EVE  
Was known all of her 86 years as “Pink” or “Pinkie.”  

Evidently her father Edward, on seeing her for the first time, was impressed by her smooth pink 
skin and gave her the nickname. It is very likely that many people who knew her were not aware of 
her given name, as the nickname was used almost exclusively. 

Born on the 26th. of February 1898, Pink married James Pearce at Dunolly in 1919. The wedding 
breakfast was held in the “Big Room” of the “Welcome Inn” at Waanyarra. 

Pink worked at the hardware store at Eddington before her marriage. Jim, the son of Jesse Pearce 
and Matilda (nee Cogswell) farmed with his family at Waanyarra, eventually taking over much of 
the family land which he and Pink worked. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim added beekeeping to his farming work, moving the hives around in his T Model Ford truck to 
follow the blossom . I have vivid memories Jim extracting the honey in our “wash house” with a 
sheet of corrugated iron across the doorway to keep me out. From this early age, probably about 
two, Jim always called me “Skeets” and my dad “Lardie.” 

The extraction process intrigued me—the hot comb knife slicing the wax off one side of the comb, 
the comb placed in the centrifuge, the honey draining into the drum beneath as the comb was spun, 
and of course the delicious taste of the pieces of honeycomb Jim used to bribe me with to keep me 
from climbing over the iron and getting my fingers into the honey drum. 

Pink was a very hardworking farmer’s wife—cooking, milking cows, making butter, getting wood, 
feeding pigs, helping with chaff cutting, making soap—and all the time being attentive to her hus-
band's needs. Jim could be a very demanding man at times. 

“PINK” & JIM PEARCE’S WAANYARRA HOME 

Unique slab construc on—Destroyed by a vandals fire soon a er this photo was taken 



Blacksmithing was another of Jim’s talents—not only did he fashion much of the equipment for his 
own farm, he made many items for others at Waanyarra. 

Jim and Pink had three children, two of whom have remained in the “Golden Triangle” area. Eldest 
child Edna married Harry Evans and has lived at Murphy’s Creek ever since.  

Youngest son Ron trained as a motor mechanic and established and operated his own business at Ma-
rong.  

Jesse (Mick) served in W.W.2., after which he was the maintenance carpenter at the Sunbury Psychi-
atric Hospital until his early death in 1972. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim died in April 1952, aged 54. For the 30 years that she survived Jim, Pink lived with Ron, serving 
petrol at the garage and helping to raise his children. Ron’s wife Lucy was ill for some time prior to 
her death in 1970. 

Ron remarried in 1972 with Eunice Barker, his first girlfriend I believe. 

“HARROWING THE WHEAT PADDOCK” 

With his trusty equine mates and “Nigger” 

“PINK” (r) & sister IRIE 
“PINK” & JIM’S FAMILY 

Ron, Edna & Jesse (Johnny Cogswell peeking) 



  RAYMOND VICTOR  
Ray, the third child of Edward and Mary, was born at Waanyarra on May 2nd. 1900. 

Joining the Victorian Railways as a teenager, his 
first posting was to Avoca as an operating porter. 

At one of the regular Saturday night dances at the 
local Town Hall he met Vera Louisa Johnson.  

Unfortunately for their romance Ray was transferred 
to Emu, some 16 miles from Avoca, not long after 
they had met. 

Undeterred, Ray bought himself a motor bike, a 
noisy, smoke belching, belt driven contraption, up-
on which he bumped his way to and from Avoca to 
continue his courting of Vera. 

They married in 1922 and began a life of almost 
continuous movement around Victorian country and 
regional stations where Ray was Station Master or 
Chief Station Master. 

 He was the youngest man ever to be promoted to 
Station Master in Victoria. 

Valerie was Ray and Vera’s first child. Born at 
Brunswick in 1926, she, like so many of the Morton 
girls before her, made nursing her career until her 
marriage in 1950 to Brian Sprigg. 

 Val and Brian were great friends with my parents. Ed 
gave them quite a lot of help with the building of their first home in Templestowe. 

Neville Raymond was born in Shepparton in 1928. He and I became good friends-spending lots of 
school holidays at each others homes. We were great talkers, especially late into the night. We spoke 
often of the future, what it would be like, and what we would be doing in it. 

Neville married Gladys Bunworth in 1957, and made a career for himself with the SEC of Victoria. 

Almost exactly 18 years after Neville’s birth, Ray and Vera’s third and last child Adrian was born at 
Creswick. He married Myra Chandler in 1968. After teaching for a time, he retrained in Horticulture 
and Forestry. 

I had much respect and affection for my uncle Ray and was greatly saddened when he died at Cowes 
in August 1979 from emphysema. 

 He and my father were very much alike, able to turn their hand to most tasks with exceptional skill 
and craftsmanship.  

Vera survived Ray for 20 years, dying in 1999. His three children survive Ray at the time of writing. 

RAY & VERA MORTON 
with children Neville & Valerie 



 

VALERIE at her marriage to BRIAN SPRIGG 

NEVILLE (r) with AGNES & KEN 
(At Valerie’s wedding) 

VERA and ADRIAN 



EDGAR VIRTUE ALEXANDER MORTON. 
Born “The Welcome Inn” Waanyarra Tuesday July 1st. 1902. 
Died Royal Melbourne Hospital Parkville Tuesday July 12th. 1977. 
 
My father, the paternal Grandfather and Great Grand-
father of the people for whom this family history is 
primarily written, achieved the successes he had in 
life with hard work, and the application of his consid-
erable intelligence and practical abilities, to every 
new challenge that came his way.  
He coped resolutely with his setbacks, and was totally 
devoted to ensuring the security, comfort and well-
being of his devoted wife Agnes, and myself, Ken, 
his only child. 
I am fully aware of how easy it is to exaggerate the 
skills, intelligence and indeed good looks of one’s 
forebears—indeed countless authors of family histo-
ries have done just that—so I hope I can avoid these 
mistakes at those times when comment on my Dad’s 
interpersonal or practical skills is necessary. The 
kindly comments I receive about him today, still 
bring a lump to my throat, even though he has been 
dead for almost thirty three years.  
The third and last of Edward Morton and Mary Eliza-
beth Sturni’s sons, Ed as he was known to every-
body, was educated at the Waanyarra State School 
No. 1879.  
A school mate of his (Alf Bales) once told me  that 
Ed was nicknamed Roly, not because he was fat but 
because of his barrel chest, seemingly almost as deep 
as it was wide.  
He was a curly headed boy, doted upon by one of his 
aunts, Angelina Sturni, one of Mary Elizabeth’s  sis-
ters.  
Angelina (She was always called Aunt Ann) had married Mark Richardson but had no children. Ed 
would spend school holidays with them, and Ann would take these opportunities to fit him out with 
rather splendid clothes and shoes, much smarter than his parents could afford.  
Ann and Mark tried unsuccessfully to persuade Edward and Mary to allow Ed to be adopted by 
them. 
After completing school, Ed was apprenticed to the trades of Painting, Paperhanging and Sign-
writing, qualifying in 1920. Moving to Woomelang where his brother Ted was now stationed, Ed 
began work with Fred Charters described in the local paper of the day as a “Painter, Paperhanger, 
Grainer and Sign-writer.”  
“Graining” is the process of imparting  an artificial wood grain to a plain timber surface with a 
brush and stains, a process probably never used these days. 
Ed’s apprenticeship was undertaken well before the availability of premixed paints, pre-pasted and 
trimmed wallpapers and such things as paint rollers and plastic paints. Tradesmen had to mix paints 
using ingredients like white and red lead, linseed oil, ochre colourings, turpentine and  

EDGAR V. A. MORTON 
Dressed up by Aunt Alice 1912 with his 

curls plastered down. 



 
terebin drying agents, all stirred by hand in large mixing drums.  
Wallpapers had to have the edges trimmed with scissors, be cut to length and laid out on a flat surface to be coated 
with a boiled flour and water paste. 
Ed travelled throughout the Mallee with Fred Charters and was eventually put in charge of the team, allowing Fred 
to concentrate on the management of the business. He remained with Fred until he headed for the bright lights and 
better work opportunities of Sydney. 
 

THE “PICTURE SHOW” MEN 
For a time in the 1920s Ed and brother Ted were fascinated with the development of the moving 
picture industry quite a time before the “Talkies” and electrically operated projectors. The projec-
tors they used were hand cranked with a governor to control film speed.  
The light was generated by playing an oxygen-acetylene flame on a block of lime in the lamp house 
causing the lime to glow white hot.  
(This method of generating light for projectors led to describing people in the public eye as being in 

the “Limelight”—as the movie actors were.)  
The film of the day was highly flammable celluloid. Little wonder that gas explosions and films 
burning were frequently part of the entertainment provided by “picture shows” in those days. 
The Woomelang “Sun” reported that on the 10th. of November 1923, in the Woomelang hall :- 
“Morton Bros. Proprietors, offer the public a programme of “Afraid to Fight”, “Cowpuncher’s 
Comeback”, “Peg o' the Movies” and a News Film,.” 
The “Morton Bros.” continued to show films in the local hall in Woomelang for some years, up to 
the time that Ed left to try his luck in Sydney. Sadly this business venture did not result in either of 
the boys making their fortune. 

At Green Lake on a Sunday 
outing with future wife 

Agnes 

All dressed up for Niece 
Valerie’s wedding 

Ed. & Ken (after the polio) 



During his stay in Woomelang Ed met Agnes 
Collins.  
Ed and Agnes’ relationship grew steadily and Ed 

decided to try his luck in rapidly developing Syd-
ney, reasoning that the great upsurge of building 
there would mean lots of work for Painters and 
Decorators and the prospect of good money. 
Arriving in Sydney, Ed boarded with his favour-

ite aunt Ann, who with husband Mark had moved 
there years before.  
He found plenty of work and saved money quick-

ly, soon having enough to place a deposit on a sin-
gle fronted brick villa in Earlwood.  
The time was ripe for Agnes to join him. 
When she left Woomelang in early 1929 brother 

Bill had left home to be a stockman, Laurence was 
apprenticed as a motor mechanic and Mary had 
moved to Melbourne to work as a domestic serv-
ant. Doreen had begun work as a telephonist at the 
Post Office, and had gone to live with Ed’s broth-
er Ted and his family.  
Their father Bill (William Peter) had lost the 

business due to his love for the booze and had 
moved away from the town to do farm work in the 
Western District of Victoria.  

ED at WOOMELANG 1924 
Preparing the hand cranked projector for the 

next show 

TOGETHER IN WOOMELANG 
C 1928 

Ag with Ed’s Hat 
Green Lake, Victoria 



TO SYDNEY AND BACK 
Ed and Agnes were married at Christ 

Church, Church of England, Enmore 
Sydney on Saturday March 2nd. 1929, 
by a minister with the impressive name 
of Christopher Wilder Clarke. Both 
gave their address as Stanmore where 
they were renting a house. They 
moved to the house in Earlwood soon 
after. 

When she arrived in Sydney Ag took 
a job at “Braeside” private hospital in 
the suburb of Stanmore and worked 
there until she and Ed were forced to 
leave Sydney. 

Ed was very proud of one of the large 
decorating jobs he worked on while in 
Sydney. It was the complete refurbish-
ing of the theatre that had been chosen to screen Australia’s first “Talking Picture,” “The 
Jazz Singer,” the movie which made Negro impersonation singer Al Jolson famous. 

The onset of the Great Depression had a devastating impact on Ed and Ag. As work became 
scarce they were forced to relinquish their house to the bank as they could not keep up the mort-
gage repayments. All of their equity in the home was lost due to it being sold by the bank for an 
amount equal only to the value of the mortgage left owing, even though it was worth much more. 
When this happened they decided to return to Victoria where they could live in the country in coop-
eration with Ed’s family at Waanyarra, ride out the tough times that were to come, and live to fight 
another day. 

Loading their worldly goods on a second hand T model Ford truck, they set out for Waanyarra in 
January 1930. The Sydney to Melbourne road was mostly unmade and very narrow. In lots of plac-
es the hills were so steep that the truck could not climb them going forward. T model Fords have a 
gravity feed fuel system which meant that on steep inclines petrol could not flow to the carburettor. 
The only way to conquer such obstacles was to turn around and reverse up! 

Whenever Ed had to resort to this hill climbing technique, Ag was required to precede the truck 
on foot—firstly to warn oncoming vehicles, and secondly to give Ed directions. The old truck had 
no side mirrors, and the height of the load rendered the normal rear view mirror useless. 

Road conditions in those days ensured that a journey such as theirs would be frequently interrupt-
ed with punctures, and Ed and Ag had their share. Coping with them was complicated by the fact 
that the truck's tool kit did not appear to include a jack. Ed’s solution to this problem was Ag, a 
rock, and a pole. The rock was the pivot for the pole, one end of which was placed under the axle 
of the wheel to be raised. Ed would push the other end of the pole down, raising the wheel. Ag 
then sat on the pole while the necessary repairs were carried out. 

Ed. & Ag’s home in Earlwood  
with Ag and visitors Edward, Mary Elizabeth and young 

Nellie Jean 


